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Inside . . . 

     The Ohio Secretary of State oversees 
the election process in each of Ohio’s 
88 counties, but who watches the 
Secretary of State, challenges new 
legislation when it infringes on voting 
rights, or keeps tabs on early voting 
rules?—the ACLU’s Drew Dennis, for 
one. 

     At 7:00 on October 22 Drew Dennis, Staff Attorney and Litigation 
Coordinator for the ACLU of Ohio, will 
help us understand how recent legislation 
and Court decisions affect our ability and 
right to vote and may suppress voting 
generally.  His topic, What is happening to 
our right to vote: suppression of voting in 
Ohio. 

     This event aligns with HHL’s goal to 
encourage everyone to vote.  But do you know when you can vote?  
Find out how the recent Court decision on early voting causes 
confusion and why we should care. 

     Gather at 6:45 for AAUW business and reports on the recent 
Candidates Nights and State Board updates. 

 

 

What is Happening to our Right to Vote? 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, which is an annual campaign 
to increase awareness of the disease. 
While most people are aware of 
breast cancer, many forget to take 
the steps to have a plan to detect the 

disease in its early stages and encourage others to do 
the same.  

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
evolved from the first Day of Unity 
observed in October, 1981 by the 
National Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence. The intent was to connect 
battered women s advocates across the 

nation who were working to end violence against 
women and their children.  
     In October 1987, the first Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month was observed. That same year the 
first national toll-free hotline was begun. In 1989 the 
first Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
Commemorative Legislation was passed by the US 
Congress. Such legislation has passed every year since 
then.  

Held each October, National 
Disability Employment 
Awareness Month is a national 
campaign that raises awareness 
about disability employment 

issues and celebrates the many and varied 
contributions of America's workers with disabilities.   

Wednesday, October 22, 2014 at 6:45 pm 
Beachwood Branch 
Cuyahoga County Public Library 
25501 Shaker Blvd 
Beachwood, OH 44122 
216-831-6868 

October Celebrations 
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Branch News 

Presidents’ Message—Donna Black-Brown— 
Hold My Hand 

     Sometimes I have Ah Ha moments that I just feel like 

sharing. I wanted to share this one with you because it 

may help you re-think how you want to share your 

special talents with Heights-Hillcrest-Lyndhurst Branch 

of AAUW. 

     Okay! Here goes—I can be quite contemplative at 

times and when I am, I like to think that I am brutally honest with my 

self-evaluation. I was thinking about how determined I have become 

to live a stress-free lifestyle. In a flash of insight I realized that my 

dogged pursuit of a stress-free lifestyle was beginning to make me 

look and feel like a couch potato. “Oh dear” I said to myself. “I’m living 

in a rut!” 

     What I realized in that moment is this. Lately, all I want to do is go 

home from work and not have to do anything more demanding than 

deciding upon tonight’s dinner, tomorrow’s outfit, and what time I’m 

going to bed. Sometimes, even that’s too much. Sometime you need 

to slow down to that degree. But you also need to know when to stop. 

I have to figure out how to get out of this madness. 

     Life will make you re-prioritize your goals and re-think your dreams. 

That’s normal. I think we need to re-examine, up-date, up-grade, and 

re-focus in light of who we become as we learn and grow. The real ah 

ha is that it becomes easier and easier to give up on pursuing the 

things we say are important when we forget that life is a journey and 

not a destination We give in to the idea that we are old and tired. 

     If we justify releasing defining parts of ourselves, then we cease 

being relevant or valuable. We stop caring. We stop sharing. We stop 

doing. 

      It’s okay to slow down but don’t stop. I know you have a passion. 

Express it through AAUW. See you at the next meeting. 

 

Donna 

 

Check out our branch website  
for the latest branch information 

http://hhl-oh.aauw.net 
and our blog: http://aauwhhl.wordpress.com 

and find us and like us on Facebook: 
Heightshillcrestlyndhurst AAUW 

Heights-Hillcrest-Lyndhurst Branch AAUW 
President: Donna Black-Brown  
News Editor:      Jan Bowden          
 Layout:  Jan Bowden  
 Mailing:   Sarah Maasz  
 Addresses/phone data: Nancy Stellhorn 

 
Our sympathy to Jinnie Moulthrop on the 
recent death of her husband of 70 years, John 
“Jack.” Jinnie and Jack have three daughters 
and a son and five grandsons. Jack was a 
regular at our “bring your spouse” events and 
will be sorely missed by all who knew him. 
 
Our sympathy, too, to Milllie Redon on the 
death of her daughter Cheryl Lynne. We also 
extend our sympathies to Millie’s other 
daughter and Cheryl’s sister, Karen Talbot, a 
regular with her mother at our clambakes. 
 

We also extend our sympathies to friend of the branch 
Kathryn Reinhardt on the death of her husband Heath in 
early September. Kathryn is a former president of HHL 
Branch. 
 
****NOTE: If you have an item or know of an item for the 
Grapevine, be sure to let Jan Bowden know**** 

Grapevine 

Public Policy/Advocacy Opportunity— 
     The League of Women Voters of Cuyahoga County has 
asked HHL branch to co-sponsor three candidates’ forums 
with them. Our board has approved this co-sponsorship. This 
is your chance to get involved. 
     The first forum was Sunday, October 5 at Euclid Public 
Library at 1:30 pm. 
     The second forum is Tuesday, October 21 at Beachwood 
Branch Library at approximately 6:45 pm 
     The third forum will be at Solon High School at a date yet to 
be set. 
     If you are available and would like to help 
with any of these forums, let either Kathe 
Mayer or Donna Black-Brown know. They will 
need at least three of our members at each 
event. The word from those who have helped 
in the past is that it is a “fun” experience, and 
no more than a 2-hour commitment. 

Have a spooky, but 
safe Halloween!! 
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More Branch News—Diversity—Cindy 

A Serious Sight on a Summer Evening 
      It was quite a summer. As we stepped out of our 

hotel on our way to a professional meeting, we found ourselves 
witnessing a “Bring Back Our Girls” rally. It was a moving 
experience hearing the chant of “bring back our girls” powerfully 
sung by the group that stood in front of a towering line of 
powerful security officers dressed in full riot gear. The sight and 
the sound of committed women and men trying to keep the 
focus on these girls caused me to research the matter more fully. 
Here is a piece from USA Today which addresses this most 
serious issue. This must be of concern to any group such as 
AAUW concerned about the freedom and safety of women and 
girls throughout the world. 
 
Nigerian girls deserve ongoing attention 
11:27 pm CDT, August 6, 2014 
     When a vicious militant group kidnapped nearly 300 Nigerian 
schoolgirls in April, much of the world was outraged. The Twitter 
hashtag #BringBackOurGirls went viral, spawning broad concern 
from people around the globe—and smug derision from critics of 
digital advocacy. 
     Four months later, about 60 of the girls have managed to 
escape and the rest remain missing. The world has mostly moved 
on, distracted by such events as wars in Gaza and Ukraine, the 
shoot-down of a Malaysian jetliner and the immigration crisis at 
the US border. 
     But amid all the horrors that regularly compete for the world’s 
attention, this one shouldn’t be forgotten. 
     For one thing, the teenage captives are symbols of the 
importance of educating girls. They were all seized after 
returning to school in a dangerous area to take their final exams. 
Among them are future lawyers, doctors and teachers—women 
who could someday help lead their country. 
     For another, there’s evidence that the international uproar 
might have helped raise the cost of harming the girls too high 
even for Boko Haram, an extremist group that regularly kidnaps 
and kills in its quest to bring a brutal form of fundamentalist 
Islam to parts of Africa. 
     The Wall Street Journal reported that US surveillance flights 
spotted large groups of girls, suspected of being the captives, in 
remote parts of Nigeria. That dovetails with reports that Boko 
Haram—whose name means “Western education is forbidden”—
is treating at least some of the kidnapped girls with unusual care. 
     Leaders of the group, after first warning that the girls would 
be sold into slavery, later offered to trade them for Boko Haram 
prisoners held by the Nigerian government. The world’s focus on 
the girls has made them both valuable pawns and risky victims. 
     The response of the Nigerian government, which has often 
seemed overmatched in its five-year struggle with Boko Haram, 

Diversity—Cindy Goldberg and 
Jakki Dukes, Co-Chairmen 

 

AAUW Diversity Statement: In principle and practice, 
AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There 
shall be no  barriers to full participation in this organiza-
tion on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orien-
tation, national origin, or disability. Membership is not by 
invitation. 

doesn’t inspire much confidence. President Goodluck 
Jonathan at first largely ignored the incident, then claimed 
activists invented it, and finally yielded to pressure to accept 
international assistance. 
     Jonathan, in Washington for a US-Africa summit, said his 
government is making every effort to find the girls. But he 
offered no evidence, was dismissive of the foreign help and 
argued that divulging any details could compromise the 
mission. 
     Jonathan has said repeatedly that a military operation to 
free the girls would probably result in the deaths of many, all 
but ruling it out. In the place of military action is bargaining, 
and Nigerian leaders have sent ambiguous signals about who 
is negotiating and what’s on the table. 
     The challenge of fighting militants who casually sacrifice 
civilian lives in the name of religion isn’t confined to Nigeria. 
American forces have struggled inconclusively with extremists 
in Iraq and Afghanistan for more than a decade. 
     The world’s anger can sometimes seem a weak candle next 
to the flame of intolerance and murder, but in the case of the  
captive Nigerian schoolgirls, it’s important to keep it burning.
—USA Today 

For the Diversity Committee 
Cindy 

 

     Feel free to comment on this article at our Diversity Blog, 
http://aauwhhl.wordpress.com 

Don’t forget to vote— 
 
     If you want to find out if those running for re-
election in Ohio share the same priorities that you do, 
log on to http://hhl-oh.aauw.net  and click on the Ohio 
Voting Record link, to find out how your state 
legislators voted on these important issues—public 
education/charters, reproductive choice/health care, 
voting/individual rights, trafficking/domestic violence. 
Then spread the word so that we elect those in Ohio 
who will support women. 
     You should be able to find the positions of those 
running to unseat the incumbents on their respective 
campaign websites.  
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Membership—Julie Donaldson 

More Branch News—Marilyn, Julie, Around NE District, Clambake 

AAUW Funds—Marilyn Kornowski 

     A DROP IN THE BUCKET was all I asked for last 
month. That turned out to be a couple bills and 
lots of change amounting to $11.39 for AAUW 
Funds. Thank you! Of course, I’ll welcome 
checks, too, made payable to “AAUW-HHL 
Branch” with “AAUW Fund” added on the memo 

line. Let’s do it again this month. 
     So many little inexpensive items always need to be bought 
by the one receiving the grant/fellowships—you see where 
I’m going with this! 
     All Ohio branches are also asked to contribute as much as 
possible to the Ohio Century International Fund (#4178) so 
that it can be completed and, thus, become stipend 
producing next year. It’s only $3,000 away 
from that goal. We hope to make a 
generous contribution to #4178! 

Marilyn 

It costs you nothing to do this. 
Your help is needed to provide 
mammograms for those who 
cannot afford one. 

October birthdays: 
18 Millie Redon 
 
November birthdays: 
11  Amy Dorn 
15 Jakki Dukes 
19 Donna Black-Brown 

Cheers and Tears of Joy! 
     In the news, Malala Yousafzai is the youngest 
recipient to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. Her 
activism for education for females in Pakistan caused 
her to be attacked by the Taliban. It almost cost her 

life, after being shot. 
     AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, 

education, philanthropy, and research, since 1881. 
     As American women today, we don’t have to be afraid to obtain 
an education; although, in our past history, women have 
experienced some impediments to obtaining an education. Women 
of AAUW have been educated at Ivy League Colleges, state colleges, 
and community colleges. Just think the power of one, Malala. It is 
necessary to stay committed to the mission of AAUW. It is also 
necessary to recruit; there is power in numbers. 
     We are in the 21st Century and women do not have equal pay 
with males. We have been fighting many years for this right. 
However, I believe a change will come. Why? Maria Klawe, 
president of Harvey Mudd College, a renowned mathematician and 
computer scientist, interviewed Satya Nadella, CEO of Microsoft. 
Mr. Nadella’s comments regarding women’s pay caused a lot of 
controversy. Together we can get the law changed! 
     Your leadership and advocacy for women and girls will impact the 
success of AAUW. We invite you to attend our meetings and visit 
our website at www.aauw.org. or http://hhl-oh.aauw.net 
 

Julie 

 

Traveling around the 
Northeast District— 
On October 7 Northeast Branch welcomed 
Michael Charney, candidate for Ohio State 

Board of Education, District 7, to its meeting at Little 
Mountain Brewing Company in Mentor. Michael Charney is 
endorsed by AAUW Ohio. 
     On Thursday, November 6 Northeast meets at the 
Greek House Grille, Maureen Kelly with speak on “Sisters 
under Sail”—a sail adventure for girls and women. 
     Medina County Branch will discuss human trafficking 
with Sister Anne Victory on Thursday, October 23 at the 
Reserve Building, 3637 Medina Rd., Medina. 

Come One, Come All!! 
It’s Clambake Time Again— 

 
     Fall means cooler weather and with that, 
thoughts of delicious clambakes. 
     We are planning our 19th annual clambake 
for Saturday, November 1, 2014 at our home 

in Mentor: 8781 Arrowood Drive, Mentor 44060.  
     If we can get 14 people (12 plus Jan and Bob), the cost 
per person will be $25 for: 1 dozen clams, 1/2 chicken, 1 
ear of corn, 1 sweet potato, coleslaw, roll, chowder, broth, 
appetizers, dessert and drinks. Fewer than 14 people will 
cost each attendee a bit more. 
     Let Jan know you’d like to attend. 
     As in the past, we will plan to eat at 5 
so plan to arrive any time after 3 for 
appetizers/snacks and to help with the 
final prep. 

Jan and Bob 
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More Branch News—Forum—Meryl 

DON’T STAY HOME IN 2014! 
     Too many stayed home in 2010. Please don’t let this happen again.                                                                                                                         
There’s so much to lose, if we don’t vote. Here’s what’s at stake, and 
this is no joke!                                                                                                        
     This year’s election is our last chance to get it right. As Rev. Al 
Sharpton said when he spoke at Olivet Institutional Baptist Church 
last month, “If we make the wrong selection in 2014, it will neutralize 
the election in 2016.” 
     Our vote is our most powerful weapon to fight back against the 
people who: 

 Continue to turn public education into a for-profit enterprise 

 Are eliminating workers’ rights by passing so-called “right-to-
work” laws. Prior to his election, the present governor gave a 
speech to Ashtabula County Republicans in which he talked 
about the need to “break the back of organized labor in the 
schools” 

 Suppress voting rights by creating obstacles to make it difficult 
for minorities and seniors to vote. The New York Times called 
the Republicans’ imposition of barriers to the ballot box an 
“egregious example of a misguided effort to hold on to 
power” (June 9, 2104) 

 Attack women’s rights by voting against equal pay and stripping 
funding from organizations that provide reproductive health 
services. The Very Rev. Tracy Lind, dean of Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral, stated that “poor women suffer disproportionately 
when adequate public reproductive health services are not 
available” (April 2014) 

 Refuse to raise the minimum wage. Senator Rob Portman 
recently voted against raising the minimum wage, along with his 
other Republican colleagues 

      This, of course, is a partial list of the devastating damage the 
Republicans continue to do to this country and, specifically, Ohio. 
     For this article, I will focus on one area—the continued increase in 
charter school funding in spite of their lack of transparency, dismal 
performance and corrupt practices.  
State Report Card: Ohio Charters Get More Fs than As, Bs, and Cs 
Combined--September 12, 2014   Stephen Dyer, Innovation Ohio 
     “The Ohio Report Cards are now all out, and the news is worse for 
Ohio’s embattled charter schools than it was last year. Charter 
Schools received more Fs than As, Bs and Cs combined. Their 
percentage of Fs went up from about 41% last year to nearly 44% this 
year. Meanwhile, Ohio’s public school districts saw their As, Bs, and 
Cs jump to the largest percentage. 
 
 
This chart shows  
the breakdown: 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Remember that Ohio school districts lost $914 million to these 
schools last school year. Also keep in mind that charter schools now 
receive $7,392 per student from the state and public school districts 
receive $3,895 per student. The charter schools get worse while the 
dollars increase. 
     Diane Ravitch’s blog-September 16, 2014:“The puzzle in these 
results is why Ohio policymakers—the Governor and the 
Legislature—want more charters. The answer, as we have observed 
again and again, is that sponsors and advocates for charters make 
large political contributions to elected officials. They have become a 
potent special interest group. This is a case where results don’t 
matter.” Ravitch also reminds us that Ohio’s charter schools were 
originally intended to “save” children from “failing” urban buildings. 
FBI Raids Charter Schools 
     Recently, the news has been filled with stories reporting charter 
school raids by the FBI in states across the country, including Ohio.  
The Progressive, in August 2014, called charter schools a “racket” 
that is attracting special attention from the FBI. In Columbus, for 
example, a federal grand jury indicted four people, alleging they 
offered and accepted bribes and kickbacks as part of a public 
corruption conspiracy in their roles as managers and a consultant 
for Arise! Academy in Dayton. (FBI Press Release June 2014). Other 
cities involved so far include Baton Rouge, Cincinnati, Hartford, 
Albuquerque, and Pittsburgh. 
Ohio Supreme Court Hears Disputes on Charter School Equipment 
     The Ohio Supreme Court heard arguments on September 23 
brought by charter schools formerly run by David Brennan’s White-
Hat Management Company. 
     Brennan believes that he is entitled to equipment bought by his 
management company with taxpayer dollars without having to pay 
for the property. Several schools formerly run by White Hat say 
items such as computers, furniture and textbooks purchased by a 
management company using taxpayer dollars belong to the charter 
school they were bought for. Brennan says that his company owns 
the property because the public money it receives for operating 
schools becomes private when it takes control of it. Please note that 
some charter school proponents on the national level have pleaded 
with state officials in Ohio to overhaul charter school laws to insure 
transparency and accountability. 
     Please read the following statements regarding public education 
from the sitting governor and his opponent: 
     “We went in this state from 30,000 vouchers (writer’s note: 
public tax dollars used for private, mostly religious schools) to 
30,000 families who can have more choice and more freedom, to 
next year 60,000 vouchers. I don’t know where that exists anywhere 
in America. And it’s going to give our poor people a chance. We 
lifted the caps on the number of charter schools. And let me make it 
clear: if you’re an underperforming charter school, we’ll be on 
you.”—John Kasich, State of the State Address 2012 
     “This race to privatize our public education system is a race to the 
bottom. The only people it is working for are some wealthy for-
profit CEOs who are profiting off this system. We’ve got to have a 
child-centered public education system and stop the race toward 
privatization.”—Ed FitzGerald, May 2014 speech to the Ohio 
Education Association 
     The choice is yours. Your decision will determine the future of 

Ohio and our country. 

Meryl,   

Listen to Meryl every Saturday on “It’s About Justice” 
1:30-2:30 p.m., WRUW 91.1FM 

It’s About Justice— 
Meryl Johnson 

http://starbeacon.com/local/x343701395/Kasich-promises-county-won-t-be-forgotten-if-Republicans-regain-control/print
http://innovationohio.org/author/dyer/
http://reportcard.education.ohio.gov/Pages/Download-Data.aspx
http://odevax.ode.state.oh.us/htbin/F2014-COMMUNITY-REPORTS.COM?act=12-Jun-2014&irn=011470&district=999999&comdtl=y
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LAF Express, More Branch News—Map to October 17 event, Yearbooks 

Save the Date: Supreme Court Preview Call October 20—
Join us October 20 for a call to analyze the US Supreme 
Court’s upcoming term. Federal courts are sometimes the 
last, best hope for victims of discrimination in education, 
employment, or health care. This term the Supreme Court 
will hear a number of cases that could significantly affect 
the rights of women and girls. As usual, we’ll highlight and 
summarize the Court’s most important cases. We’ll also 
discuss the fallout from the Hobby Lobby decision and 
how it might affect future lawsuits over contraceptive 
coverage. You can reserve your space online. 
 
Nominate an AAUW branch or member to 
be a Title IX Champion by sending a brief 
summary of the nominee’s Title IX work and 
a picture of the nominee or Title IX event to 
laf@aauw.org. Title IX Champions receive 
an e-award to display on their branch’s 
website, and their stories will be posted on the AAUW 
Title IX Champion page. Nominate a champion today!  

Map to October 22 event: Beachwood Public Library, 25501 Shaker Blvd. 

2014-2015 Yearbooks 
     By now you should have received your new hot pink 2014-
2015 HHL Yearbook. If you didn’t get one yet, please let Jan 
Bowden know. 
     Look over the programs and mark the dates and locations on 
your calendars as they will be worth attending. There is one 
change to make:  The meeting on the Laurel STEAM program will 
be in April at Laurel, instead of in March as listed. Please make 
that change. Ranelle Gamble and her committee are working on 
a special event for March. More information soon about this 
important forum. 
     If you find any errors in your listing in the Yearbook, please let 
Jan Bowden know. Once again, be assured that your personal 
information will not be shared outside of the membership of HHL 
branch. 
     Also check out the benefits available to you as an AAUW 
member and mark the dates of the special events, i.e. AAUW 
Ohio annual convention, on your calendars and plan to attend. 
     Also we are delighted to report that Sondra Jones has rejoined 
HHL Branch. Please write her into your yearbook. 
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Branch Calendar, AAUW Ohio Call to Advocacy 

November—Native American Heritage Month 

  4 Election Day  
11 Veterans Day 
19 Branch meeting, Mayfield 
 Library 
27 Thanksgiving Day 

Calendar 

October—Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

  4 Yom Kippur 
  5 Candidates Forum, Euclid Library 
13  Columbus Day 
21  Candidates Forum, Beachwood Library 
22  Branch Meeting, Beachwood Library 
31 Halloween 

in a district currently represented by Mary Rose Oakar, a strong 
advocate of public education, who is not up for re-election this year. 
 

From the beginning, back in 1997, when Ohio’s first law allowing 
charter schools was enacted, accountability for these publicly-
funded schools has been lacking. The flaws in the original law that 
allowed for poor oversight, including nepotism on (unelected) 

governing boards and poor operational practices, have been 
addressed in piecemeal legislation over the years with little effect.  
     Today, thanks to investigative reporting on the part of the 
Columbus Dispatch and other Ohio papers, there is a public outcry 

that something be done to correct the charter school mess. AAUW 
Ohio recently joined the coalition for Public Education, which is 
promoting the introduction of legislation to increase accountability 
and transparency in charter schools. There are signs of progress. 
Most notably, Sen Peggy Lehner, chair of the Senate Education 

Committee, has convened a group of Ohio “thought leaders” (her 
term) to review current law, look at national model laws, and 
recommend corrective legislation, probably early next year. It is 
possible that corrective legislation will be a part of the new biennial 

budget bill in the next session.  
 
AAUW supports public education and public school teachers. The 
Ohio Federation of Teachers has published its list of those 

candidates on the November 3 ballot that they feel support public 
schools. You can access this list at info@oft-aft.org. 
 
AAUW’s Action Fund has prepared a 2014 Ohio Gubernatorial Voter 

Guide. You can access it at VoterdEd@aauw.org and see where Ed 
FitzGerald and John Kasich stand on various issues important to 
women and girls. 
 
Thanks to Ohio’s recently passed End Demand Act, Ohio is now 

ranked as a top state in preventing and ending human sex and labor 
trafficking. The Polaris Project, the premier organization tracking 
efforts to end human trafficking in the US, gave Ohio 9 out of 12 
total points, reflecting Ohio’s legislative progress toward ending 

trafficking. 
 
Save the Date—AAUW Ohio Annual Convention—May 1-3, 2015 
The theme: “Women & Girls Getting Real!” 

The location: Embassy Suites Hotel, 5100 Upper Metro Pl.,  
  Dublin, OH 43017 
All convention read: Overwhelmed: Work, Love, 
and Play When No One Has the Time by Brigid 
Schulte. 

 

Jackie 

 

Remember: You can vote at your local board of elections weekdays 
between October 7 and October 31 from 8 am to 5 pm, except Monday, 
October 13, when boards of elections will be closed for Columbus Day. On 

Monday, November 3, you can vote from 8 am to 2 pm. Two Saturdays are 
available: October 25 and November 1 from 8 am to 4 pm. One Sunday is 
available: November 2 from 1 to 5 pm. 
 

We continue to suffer legislative excesses that negatively impact women and 
families in Ohio because most do not know what has been done and, 
therefore, do not know that they need to hold their legislators accountable. 
That is why we decided to begin publishing a state-level voting record to 

supplement the AAUW Congressional Voting Record that has been published 
for decades. The AAUW Ohio Voting Record clearly describes the actions our 
state legislators have taken both positive, in a few cases, and negative, in 
most cases, and gives a percentage score indicating how often the legislator 
voted with our positions. Help get the word out about the results of the 

AAUW Ohio Voting Record. The full voting record is available at aauwoh.org.  
 
House Bill 597, received near overwhelming opposition from public school 
administrators and teachers. The bill would have killed Ohio’s participation 

in common core standards, and adopted Massachusetts standards for an 
interim period until Ohio could develop a new set of state-specific standard.s 
At its last hearing on September 4, the bill was amended to make some 
changes more palatable, but no further hearings have been held. An 

assessment is being made of sentiment in the House for further action, 
possibly in the lame duck session after the November election. For the most 
part, administrators and teachers objected to a change in the standards they 
have spent the last three years preparing to implement. AAUW Ohio will 

continue to watch the bill. 
 
What do you think Ohio’s early voting hours should be? That’s the question 
the League of Women Voters of Ohio is asking in a new survey. Ohio’s hours 
for in-person early voting have been debated for years and were the subject 

of litigation that went all the way to the US Supreme Court. And yet, “no one 
has ever asked the voters what they want,” Carrie Davis, the League’s 
executive director, said in a press release. The online “I Want to Vote” survey 
will run through Friday November 7, with results announced after the 

election. To participate, visit http://wanttovote.lwvohio.sgizmo.com/s3/. 
 
AAUW Ohio has voted to endorse the Ohio Federation of Teachers’ 
suggestions for Ohio Board of Education. The majority of the state board 

currently prioritizes charters, vouchers and home schooling over public 
schools. Those of you who live in District 7 should consider voting for 
Michael Charney who strongly supports public education. The rest of us live 

AAUW Ohio Call to Advocacy— 
Jackie Evangelista, AAUW Ohio 
Public Policy Co-Chairman 
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Washington Update 

AAUW National is proud to announce the hiring of a new Director 
of Field Operations, Patty Snee. She says  she has been organizing, 
helping to build and sustain advocacy organizations, and managing 
civic engagement campaigns ever since she graduated college with 
a degree in history and landed a job as a grassroots organizer. Her 
experience has taught her the importance of engaging and 
empowering people—women in particular—on the individual and 
community level in order to win political change in this country. 
 
Congratulations to Malala Yousafzai and Kailash Satyarthi who 
were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for their dedication to 
the rights of children and young people. 
 
USA Today published a letter to the editor from AAUW Executive 
Director and CEO Linda Hallman, CAE responding to Genevieve 
Wood’s column, “There is more gender equality than you think.” 
Hallman cites AAUW research to combat the notion that women 
have reached full-on equality She also reminds readers that when 
“women vote, we change the outcome of elections.” 
     Also the Huffington Post published an op-ed written by AAUW 
Vice President of Government Relations Lisa Maatz. In her “Open 
Letter to Women Voters,” Maatz urges women to educate 
themselves about the issues in the upcoming midterm elections 
and encourages others to vote on Tuesday, November 4. She 
writes, “We need to know where our candidates stand so that we 
can identify those who would best represent our values and those 
who would roll back our rights.“ 
 
AAUW has acquired $tart $mart and Work $mart. The gender pay 
gap can shortchange the average woman by a couple thousand 
dollars just one year out of college. And the damage only gets 
worse over the course of a career. Making systemic changes for 
fair pay takes time—and AAUW is proud to be working on the 
issue. That’s why AAUW is excited to announce its acquisition of 
the WAGE Project’s signature programs, $tart $mart and Work 
$mart. These workshops empower college and professional 
women to negotiate better salaries and benefits. 
 
On September 10 the US Senate moved forward on the Paycheck 
Fairness Act—For the first time ever, the Senate voted (73-25) to 
move forward with a debate on the Paycheck Fairness Act. AAUW 
members have been leading the fight to pass the PFA, which would 
give employees the tools they need to uncover and challenge 
unlawful pay discrimination. 
     Then on September 16 nearly 20 of them turned right around 
and blocked the bill from moving out of the debate phase and onto 
a final up or down vote. Your senators need to hear how you feel 
about their votes: If they supported the bill (Sen. Sherrod Brown) 
thank him for standing for women; if they chose gridlock over real 
change for women and working families (Sen. Rob Portman), make 
sure he knows how wrong he is. 
 
 The Senate also voted on campaign finance—the Senate 
considered and ultimately rejected an AAUW-supported 

 

constitutional amendment that would regulate campaign finance. The 
Democracy for All Constitutional Amendment would restore the ability 
of Congress and state legislatures to regulate the raising and spending 
of money in elections.  
 
A new paper finds that on average, having children increased men’s 
salaries by more than 6 percent while women’s earnings decreased 4 
percent for each child. The pay gap persisted even after the researcher 
controlled for factors such as experience, education, and hours worked. 
 
On September 12 we celebrated the 20th anniversary of the passage of 
the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), a groundbreaking bill that 
expanded protections for women across the country. 
 
When the US Census Bureau reported on September 15 that the 
median earnings of women working full time, year-round in the United 
States in 2013 were just 78 percent of men’s earnings, compared with 
77 percent in 2012—a change that is not significantly different—we 
were, to say the least, disappointed. Significant progress isn’t being 
made because current law isn’t strong enough. BTW in Ohio it is still 
77%. 
 
In mid-September the White House announced “It’s On Us” a 
campaign against campus sexual violence. The “It’s On Us” campaign 
aims to increase awareness of campus sexual assault and improve 
campus culture by engaging all Americans, women and men, to pledge 
to do more to fight this epidemic. AAUW is an official partner of the “It’s 
On Us” campaign and will work with its more than 900 college/
university partners to spread the word about the initiative. 
 
Plan to attend the 2015 AAUW National Convention in San Diego from 
June 18-21, 2015. At convention, hundreds of women leaders from 
across the country gather to discover new ways to empower 
themselves and other women and girls. AAUW’s national convention is 
a unique opportunity to learn new skills, gain insight and inspiration, 
and connect with other women leaders. 
 
AAUW Vice President of Government Relations Lisa M. Maatz was 
interviewed by The Washington Post about AAUW’s new analysis of the 
gender pay gap by state and congressional district. Maatz said she 
hopes the data “can lead to good discussions and debates in town hall 
meetings,” adding, “We know equal pay is something that motivates 
women voters.” 
 
We reflect on how a coal miner’s daughter became the first female 
secretary of commerce. Juanita Kreps, 1981 AAUW Achievement 
Awardee, was born in the heart of Appalachia to a struggling coal mine 
operator. Despite unsteady beginnings, Kreps met with immediate success 
academically, going from boarding school on to Duke University for her 
master’s degree and doctorate in economics. After taking a few posts at 
universities where her husband landed professorships, she returned to 
Duke, becoming a full professor in 1968. She served as dean of the 
women’s college soon after, and in 1973 became vice president of the 
university. She served as a director of several big-name companies and 
eventually was the first woman to fill the position of US secretary of 
commerce, which she held from 1977-79. She always described herself as 
soft-spoken and gentle and someone who doesn’t make waves. To us, her 
lifelong achievements would speak otherwise, and we continue to think of 

this Achievement awardee as a strong, brilliant trailblazer in her field—
soft spoken or not. 
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¡adelante!, AAUW Action Network, Looking Ahead 

¡Adelante! Books of the Month  

     Do you care about reproductive rights or marriage 
equality? Then you should care about state judge 
elections. Judicial selection at the state level isn’t easy to 
understand. Even the phrase itself isn’t straightforward 
What we’re talking about is electing and retaining judges 
at the state level, and it’s an important issue for voters. 
But between the different systems used by states and 
the lack of media attention, the decisions of state 
judges—and the impact they have on voters—is hardly 
ever evident. 
     State judges make decisions about child custody 
arrangements, restraining orders, and sentencing for 
people found guilty of a crime. Judges rule on the 
validity of employment discrimination laws, restrictions 
on reproductive health care access, and same-sex 
marriage bans under state constitutions. 
 
     Eleanor Roosevelt was born on October 11, 1884. The 
former first lady is honored and recognized throughout 
the world as an icon of democracy. One of her greatest 
achievements was promoting and securing the adoption 
by the UN General Assembly of The Declaration of 
Human Rights on December 10, 1948. 
     AAUW’s first Eleanor Roosevelt Fund Award was 
presented at the 1989 AAUW National Convention in 
Washington, D.C. This eventful convention gave 
members the opportunity to learn more about the new 
Eleanor Roosevelt Fund (a part of AAUW Funds) which 
launched in 1988 and supports our research. The mission 
of the fund: to remove barriers to women’s and girls’ 
participation in education, promote the value of 
diversity and cross-cultural communication; and develop 
greater understanding of the ways women learn, think, 
work and play. 
     Happy 25th birthday Eleanor Roosevelt Fund. 

 

October: National Disability Employment Awareness 
Month: The Woman Who Changed Her Brain: And 
Other Inspiring Stores of Pioneering Brain  
Transformation  by Barbara Arrowsmith-Young and 
Norman Doidge, M.D. 
     Barbara Arrowsmith-Young was born with severe 
learning disabilities that caused teachers to label her 
slow, stubborn—or worse. As a child, she read and 
wrote everything backward, struggled to process  
concepts in language, continually got lost, and was 
physically uncoordinated. But by relying on her  
formidable memory and iron will, she made her way to 
graduate school, where she chanced upon research 
that inspired her to invent cognitive exercises to “fix” 
her own brain. The Woman Who Changed Her Brain 
interweaves her personal tale with riveting case  
histories from her more than 30 years of working with 
both children and adults. 
     The Woman Who Changed Her Brain powerfully and 
poignantly illustrates how the lives of children and 
adults struggling with learning disorders can be  
dramatically transformed. This remarkable book by a 
brilliant pathbreaker deepens our understanding of 
how the brain works and of the brain’s profound 
impact on how we participate in the world. Our brains 
shape us, but this book offers clear and hopeful  
evidence of the converse. We can shape our brains. 
 
November: Native American Heritage Month: The 
Round House: A Novel, by Louise Erdrich 
     One of  the most revered novelists of our time and a 
brilliant chronicler of Native American life, Louise 
Erdrich returns to the territory of her bestselling, 
Pulitzer Prize finalist The Plague of Doves with The 
Round House, transporting readers to the Ojibwe 
reservation in North Dakota. It is an exquisitely told 
story of a boy on the cusp of manhood who sees 
justice and understanding in the wake of a terrible 
crime that upends and forever transforms his family. 
     Riveting and suspenseful, arguably the most 
accessible novel to date from the creator of Love 
Medicine. The Beet Queen, and The Bingo Palace, 
Erdrich’s The Round House is a page-turning 
masterpiece of literary fiction—at once a powerful 
coming-of-age story, a mystery, and a tender, moving 
novel of family history and culture. 
     The Round House won the National Book Award for 
fiction. 

Looking Ahead . . . 
 
On Wednesday, November 19, 
6:45 pm, join us at the new 
Mayfield Branch, Cuyahoga 
County Public Library, 500 SOM 
Center, (440)473-0350. Isabel 

Seavey, AAUW Ohio Secretary will lead a 
discussion on leadership building and maintaining 
a coalition of partners—how and why. 
 


