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Inside . . . 

Let’s Talk September is . . . 

 

Ever think “there must be a holiday for that?” Well, you are 
right. The following are some of the special events you 
should plan to celebrate in September—especially if you 
like to eat: 
September 1 

National No Rhyme (Nor Reason) Day 

September 2 

National Blueberry Popsicle Day 

September 3 

National Welsh Rarebit Day 

September 4 

National Macadamia Nut Day 

September 5 

National Cheese Pizza Day 

September 6 

National Coffee Ice Cream Day 

September 7 

National Beer Lovers Day  

September 8 

National Another Look Unlimited Day  

September 9 

National Teddy Bear Day 

September 10 

National TV Dinner Day 

September 11 

National Make Your Bed Day 

September 12 

National Chocolate Milkshake Day 

(continued bottom of page 9) 

     HHL will 
begin the new 
programming 
year with a 
shared dinner 
and updates for 

the year.  Join us Wednesday, 
September 16 in the Middle 
meeting room in the 
Mayfield Branch of the Cuyahoga County Public Library.  
Dinner is set for 6:00 pm.  Please bring a dish to share.  Plates 
and serving utensils will be provided. 
     Following dinner Program Vice Presidents Kathe Mayer and 
Nancy Stellhorn will lead a discussion of AAUW’s direction, our 
branch topics that feed and provoke action, and an 
exploration of our talents and interests for a proposed 
coalition. 
     Can you tell a prospective AAUW member something about 
the AAUW mission?  Tell us one and win a prize. 
     All this while catching up with friends’ travel, workshops, 
families and activities and taking home your new directory 
and the branch member center password and getting home 
early. 
     Due to supplies, please respond to the website contact 
email with your “will attend,” or “will not” attend. Guests are 
always welcome.  
 

Nancy 

 
 

September 16 dinner/program ........... 1 
Map for September 16 ........................ 9 
President’s Column—Donna ............... 2 
Grapevine ............................................. 2 
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Membership—Julie .............................. 4 
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Wednesday, September 16 
6:00 pm 
Carry-in dinner and discussion 
Mayfield Branch, CCPL 
500 SOM Center 
Mayfield Village 44143 
440-473-0350 

http://nationaldaycalendar.com/days-2/national-no-rhyme-nor-reason-day-september-1/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/days-2/national-blueberry-popsicle-day-september-2/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/days-2/national-welsh-rarebit-day-september-3/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/days-2/national-macadamia-nut-day-september-4/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/days-2/national-cheese-pizza-day-september-5/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/days-2/national-coffee-ice-cream-day-september-6/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/days-2/national-another-look-unlimited-day-day-after-labor-day/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/days-2/national-teddy-bear-day-september-9/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-tv-dinner-day-september-10/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/days-2/national-make-your-bed-day-september-11/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/days-2/national-chocolate-milkshake-day-september-12/
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Branch News 

AAUW—Heights-Hillcrest-Lyndhurst Branch  
President:    Donna Black-Brown  
News Editor:      Jan Bowden          
 Layout:  Jan Bowden  
 Mailing:   Sarah Maasz  
 Addresses/phone data: Nancy Stellhorn 

September birthdays: 
11  Clara McCann 
 
 
October birthdays: 
18 Millie Redon 

Grapevine 

We were saddened to lose two of our long-
time members/branch supporters: 

 
Charleen Gawronski passed away November 30, 
2014. Although unable to attend many of our 
events for health reasons, she was part of a panel 
on education, when she was President of the 
Mentor BOE. She was also a very important part of 

our New Little Book success, serving as proofreading editor. Our 
sympathy to husband Bob and their sons.  

 
Shirley LaGore passed away July 22, 2015. She was 
an active branch member until she moved into an 
assisted living facility. She served as branch 
program vice president and for several years was 
chairman of the Entertainment Book sales 

committee. Our sympathy to son Chip and daughter Cheryl. 
 
A contribution has been made to AAUW by HHL branch in 
memory of each of these wonderful women. 

 
We wish Amy Dorn and her husband Christopher 
the best as they relocate back to California. 
 
 
 

****NOTE: If you have an item or know of an item for the 
Grapevine, be sure to let Jan Bowden know ***** 
 
Let me know how you spent your summer vacation—interesting 
travels, visits to/from family, whatever—and I’ll share it with 

the branch through the Grapevine—Jan 

Hello AAUW Members and Friends, 
 
     Welcome to the 2015-2016 program year.  I 
hope your summer was fantastic.  Our branch 
ended last year with award-winning success thanks 
to all the things you do to move justice and equity 

forward for women and girls.  Now, it’s time to “fall” into action 
and show those who need our help that AAUW will always be 
there. 
     I am happy to report that our program vice presidents have 
put together an informative and interesting year.  You won’t 
want to miss any of it.  I know we can count on your support 
and helping hands.  There is room for everyone at the table.  
There is also potential for personal growth, good memories and 
shared success. 
     Embrace the magic that is AAUW. 
 

Yours,  

Donna 

 

Presidents’ Message—Donna Black-Brown— 
Hold My Hand 

We will be approving the budget at 
our September 16 meeting— 

 
Please review the proposed budget  
contained on Page 10 of this newsletter (in 

members’ copies) and come prepared to ask questions 
and vote on its approval at our September 16 meeting. It 
has been prepared by the Finance Committee based on 
past experience and current needs and was approved by 
the board for presentation to the membership . 
 

Mary K. 

HHL Finance Officer 

Your 2015-2016 HHL Branch yearbooks will be “hot off 
the press” at our September 16 meeting. Get yours 
then. 
 
Please check your listing in the Yearbook and report any 
needed additions or corrections to Nancy Stellhorn. 
 
Read the program listings and mark your calendars now 
so that you can be an active supporter of HHL Branch. 
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More Branch News—Diversity—Jakki 

The Elephant in the Room 
 
Much time has been devoted to issues 
surrounding racial equality and diversity.   As I 
spent four weeks this summer studying about 
“Africa in the World,” I was astonished to 

discover that my basic knowledge about the parceling out of 
Africa did not even come close to the actual devastation that 
occurred as European nations scrambled for the resources that 
were discovered and coveted during the 19th century. The 
mistrust and violence that is still present today is attributed by 
many scholars to the behaviors that were adopted over time.  
When I asked one of our experts what should I share about 
Africa if I only have an hour, I was speechless at the quickness 
of her response and her observations. Without even pausing, 
her suggestions began with “Black lives matter” and “…those of 
us, whose ancestors benefited from colonizing other nations, 
have an obligation to embrace that heritage, and right the 
wrongs that have been perpetrated on the people that lived on 
those lands.”   
 
Among the presenters in my seminar, I met a historian of 
German background, who has become a specialist on 
Germany’s presence in Africa.  When questioned, the German 
scholar indicated he was well aware that he didn’t personally 
perpetrate indignities, but he was fully prepared to accept the 
negative results and speak up for those who were victimized. I 
also met historians who began their journey to learn about 
Africa while working in Africa instead of going to the Viet Nam 
battlegrounds. In fact the motivation behind each expert’s 
personal journey was fascinating.  All were seekers of the truth, 
plus they were willing to acknowledge the impact of the various 
encounters as they have played out in the latter 20th and 
beginning of the 21st centuries. 
 
In America, “All lives matter” is a typical response to “Black 
lives matter.”  In a tweet, German Lopez stated the point was 
missed about the need for the movement.  He referred people 
to a cartoon created by Kris Straub (http://chainsawsuit.com/
comic/2014/12/08/all-things-considered/), which emphasizes 
that urgency needs to be factored into whose need might best 
be served at a specific point in time.  For most  knowledgeable 
people, the issue is that black people’s lives have historically 
been undervalued in the US, and there is a pressing need to 
recognize the inequity so that behaviors of the past that 
contribute to unrest in the present can come to an end now—
for a better tomorrow. 
 

Diversity—Jakki Dukes and Cindy Goldberg , 
Co-Chairmen 

AAUW Diversity Statement: In principle and practice, 
AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There 
shall be no  barriers to full participation in this organiza-
tion on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orien-
tation, national origin, or disability. Membership is not by 
invitation. 

People are again being challenged “To do unto others as 
they would have others do unto them.” The final line of a 
poem that reminds us all that we have an obligation to 
speak up for what is right is never far from my mind.  “…
And when they came for me there was no one to hear.”  I 
can’t wait until inequality and bigotry impacts the 
members of my own family; I must stop it in its tracks 
before there is an opportunity for the disease to spread. 
 
       Fondly submitted, 
  Jakki 

  For the Diversity Committee 
 

Feel free to comment on this article at our Diversity Blog, 
http://aauwhhl.wordpress.com 
 
 

Looking Ahead . . .  
On Wednesday, October 21 
at 6:45 we will meet in 
Room B of the Beachwood 
Library to learn all about 
computer and data security—a timely 
topic. Andrew Mayher from the FBI will 
be our presenter. 
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Membership—Julie Donaldson 

Check out our branch website  
for the latest branch information 

http://hhl-oh.aauw.net 
and our blog: http://aauwhhl.wordpress.com 

and find us and like us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/AAUWHHLOH 

More Branch News—Julie, Marilyn; Around Northeast District 

 
It costs you nothing to do this. 
Your help is needed to provide 
mammograms for those who 
cannot afford one. 

Traveling around the 
Northeast District— 
     On Monday, September 21 Northeast 
Branch will kick off its year at Lure Bistro 
(dinner at 6, program at 6:30). State 

Senator Kenny Yuko will speak to Ohio Education Budget 
Challenges. 
     On Thursday, September 24 Medina County Branch will 
kick of its year at The Reserve Building in Medina (wine 
and cheese at 6, program at 6:30). Their program is a 
“meet and greet” featuring Nicole Ward, AAUW Ohio 
College/University Partners Chair. Her program title, Why 
AAUW? 

   IT'S ABOUT TIME ! 
 
Most of us forgot about AAUW Funds during 
the summer months.  Luckily it was brought to 
our attention at our recent board meeting 
when Jan walked in with her bag full of dimes 

and then two others put in  some bills.  We will be passing 
the hat at the next couple meetings so please bring lots of 
change and bills. 
 
Remember our contributions will help 
some doctoral student continue her 
studies without interruption. 
 
In the last few months our branch has 
sent money to AAUW Funds in memory of two recently 
deceased members, Charlene Gawronski and Shirley 
LaGore. 
 

Marilyn  

 

AAUW Funds—Marilyn Kornowski 

Welcome back AAUW supporters! 
     I hope everyone had a fun and eventful 
summer. As I was hailing Hillary Clinton at 
CWRU, I was stung by a bee (lol). 
     Congratulations to Serena Williams. She is 

on the verge of winning her 21st Grand Slam! She has been 
a voice for women’s pay equity. Serena and her sister Venus 
have pushed for economic gender justice. In the past, 
women were paid with bouquets of flowers. A black woman 
from Compton, who owns a country club, has faced 
oppression regarding her musculature, a subject of scorn 
and vulgar tones. She is a winner; an empowered woman. 

AAUW 
We Empower Women 

You Can Help 
Join Us 

     AAUW, founded in 1881, is open to all graduates who 
hold an associate or higher degree from a qualified 
educational institution. 
     Our mission: Empower all women and girls. AAUW wants 
to raise up the voices of women and girls who have been 
overlooked or even silenced. There are opportunities for 
you as an AAUW member to take action. Your voice and 
ideas can be the voice to start making a change. 
 
Regular membership: AAUW national, individual 
membership dues are $49 ($46 of which is tax deductible as 
a charitable contribution and $3 is not because it supports 
the AAUW Action Fund’s 501(c)(4) Lobby Corps and get-out-
the-vote activities. AAUW Ohio dues are $11; HHL branch 
dues are $17.50. 
Graduate students: Graduate students enrolled in a 
qualified educational institution can join AAUW for $18.81 
plus AAUW Ohio dues of $11 and HHL branch dues of 
$17.50. 
Undergraduate students: Undergraduate students enrolled 
in a two-or four-year qualified educational institution can 
join as branch student affiliates: $17 plus AAUW Ohio dues 
of $11 and HHL branch dues of $17.50. 
 

Ready to Join or Renew? 
Contact Julie Donaldson 

AAUW HHL Branch Vice President for Membership 
 

Julie 
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It’s About Justice— 
Meryl Johnson 

More Branch News—It’s About Justice—Forum Page—Meryl 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This article is an excerpted from the September 9th edition 
of “10th Period: A Thoughtful Discussion about Making 

Education Great for All” written by Stephen Dyer of 
Innovation Ohio—Debate Over. Local Taxpayers Subsidize 

Charters. Now What?  
     What a difference a week makes. And what a difference 
good reporting can make. 
     Two weeks ago, I joined with Woodridge Local Schools 
officials to point out (once again) that not only are Ohio's 
nationally ridiculed charter schools not performing well 
overall—a fact agreed to by all major outside examinations of 
Ohio charter school performance—and that we should pass 
House Bill 2 ASAP, but the way they're funded means 
children in local public schools have fewer resources. 
     The funding issue is not addressed by House Bill 2. 
     Over the weekend, Marianne Lombardo of Democrats for 
Education Reform and Ron Adler of the Ohio Coalition for 
Quality Education, took me and Woodridge to task for 
performing a "disservice" by suggesting that charters remove 
resources from local schools, and that actually local schools 
benefit from the current system. 
     Adler completely ignored, by the way, that Woodridge 
officials independently reached the same conclusions and 
calculations I did. But, again, he tried to make this a "liberals 
hate charters" thing, even though charter schools were 
originally a liberal idea.  (My note:  Al Shanker) 
     Running bad ones that profit from failure, like Ohio's do 
overall, I agree, is not a liberal idea. But I digress. 
     Then today's Columbus Dispatch put the issue to bed. 
     School districts do subsidize our nationally ridiculed 
charter schools. 
     When you have Republican education policy leaders in the 
Ohio Senate, like Peggy Lehner, go on the record with a 
statement like this: "It’s kind of a shell game with the 
money,” she said. “It’s state dollars, but you have to use local 
dollars to backfill the state dollars. I think it’s pretty clear that 
these kids are getting local dollars.” 

     Or when Ohio House Finance Committee Chairman Ryan 
Smith describes the charter school funding system like this: 

“I think we can find a better way, a more transparent way,” 
he said. “It’s affecting (schools’) bottom line and could 
somewhat be deceiving in what they’re actually getting.”  

     Or when the Ohio Legislative Service Commission 
determines that 3 out of 4 districts would be in better 
financial straits if the state funded charters directly, rather 
than deducting it from districts that sometimes never even 

had the child walk through their door, then the argument's 
pretty well over. 
    I don't know why folks like Lombardo and Adler insist on 
peddling their snake oil anymore. Now that the Ohio 
Department of Education keeps better track of charter 
funding and charter students on their monthly finance 
reports, anyone can easily see that the current charter 
system means kids who remain in districts have, in some 
cases, far fewer state resources than the state claims they 

need. 
     Just add up the per pupil funding before charters get 
their money and kids; then add up the per pupil funding 
remaining after charters received their funding and kids. It's 
arithmetic. 

     Direct funding has been unanimously agreed to by the 
2010 School Funding Advisory Council's subcommittee that 
was charged with finding ways to improve charter-
traditional school collaboration. That subcommittee was 
made up of equal parts charter and traditional school 
advocates. 
     There are many ways to fairly and equitably fund charters 
so the few excellent charters we have can thrive and the 
many poor performers we have can't last. 
     I'm thrilled we've now moved beyond the basic question 
of whether charters impact funding for kids in local districts 
and are now on to the question of how can we make both 
systems work for schools, teachers and kids. That is the kind 
of healthy discussion we need. 
     As for those who want to continue fighting the war that's 
only garnered us national scorn?  
     I hope I speak for the whole quality-focused charter 
school reform movement when I say, "Ain't nobody got time 
for that."  
 

Meryl 

Listen to Meryl every Saturday on “It’s About Justice” 
1:00-2:00 pm, WRUW 91.1FM 

http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2015/08/28/supporters-of-ohio-charter-school-reforms-urge-passage-of-bill.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/31/opinion/sunday/albert-shanker-the-original-charter-school-visionary.html?_r=0
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2015/03/ohios_charter_schools_ridicule.html
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Finance-and-Funding/State-Funding-For-Schools/Traditional-Public-School-Funding/Bridge-Report/FY2015-Foundation-Funding-Report/FY15_SFPR_JUN_2.XLSX.aspx
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Branch Calendar, AAUW Ohio Call to Advocacy, AAUW Ohio 2016 Convention 

Calendar 

  7 Labor Day   
11  Patriot Day 
13  National Grandparents Day 
14  Rosh Hashanah 
16 Branch meeting, Mayfield Library 
23 Yom Kippur 

Charter School Reform Needs to Happen Now: 
Both houses of the General Assembly are due back 
after their summer recess this month; they need to 
act in concord to make reform happen.  The Senate 
improved on transparency and accountability issues 
when it passed House Bill 2, but the House did not 
agree with the changes before recessing last June. 
 

Judicial Votes Count: New Statewide Voter Service: A new statewide 
voter education web site, www.JudicialVotesCount.org, is live as of 
September 1. It includes profiles of every judicial candidate in the 
state, along with a variety of information on what Ohio’s courts do. 
Why? Because voters frequently pass up voting on judicial races, 
feeling that they don’t have enough information to make an informed 
choice. The new site is strictly nonpartisan, and is the product of a 
partnership of the Supreme Court chief justice, the Bliss Institute of 
Applied Politics at the University of Akron, which houses the web site, 
the Ohio State Bar Association, the League of Women Voters of Ohio, 
the Ohio Newspaper Association, and the Ohio Association of 
Broadcasters. 
 
Redistricting Reform: Fair Districts=Fair Elections: Supporters of 
Issue 1, the redistricting reform constitutional amendment that will 
be on November’s ballot, have created a new web site, 
www.yesforissue1.org. Here you can get the details of the proposal, 
an explanation of gerrymandering and why it’s so damaging, a list of 
all endorsers to date (including AAUW) and sign up to volunteer. 
 
 

AAUW Ohio Call to Advocacy—Karen Rainey, 
AAUW Ohio Public Policy Chairman 

12  Columbus Day 
21 Branch meeting, Beachwood Library 
24 United Nations Day 
31 Halloween 
 

October—Breast Cancer Awareness Month September 

 

 

National Voter Registration Day, September 22: AAUW 
is solidly behind National Voter Registration Day, 
coming up on September 22, and there are ample 
resources for getting started on the association web 
site, www.aauw.org.  
 
Reminder: Two-Minute Activist: ow—the beginning of 
the program year—is a good time to sign up for the two-
minute activist. It’s the easy way to make sure your 
voice is heard in Congress on the issues that matter to 
AAUW members. Just go to www.aauw.org/what-we-
do/publicpolicy/two-minuteactivist/ and enter your 
email address. 

  PLEASE. . . 
 
. . .mark your 2016 calendar for Friday and 
Saturday, April 8 and 9 so you can attend 
the AAUW Ohio Annual Convention/

Annual Meeting and Equity Day. The Northeast District 
will be host so that means the branches will be 
responsible for several things before and at the 
convention. Nothing has been decided yet. That is why 
I've invited branches to send a few members to an 
organizational meeting Saturday, September 26 from 
9:15-11:30. place to be determined. Last time we were 
host was 2011 in Akron. I think we "workers" had a 
good time and got to know others in our district.  

Marilyn 

AAUW Ohio Northeast District Coordinator 
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AAUW Washington Update 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Charting the Course major gifts campaign was launched at the 
June annual convention to raise unrestricted funds that support 
programs such as Tech Trek, Elect Her, and other mission based 
activities. 
 
Thank You for Helping Us Build This Award-Winning 
Community—Congratulations! If you’re reading this, you may 
have already won. A cheesy line we’ve all heard before, but this 
time it’s true. 
     June and July were banner months for AAUW—not only did we 
wrap up a fabulous National Convention in San Diego, we were 
also honored by two major associations for our outstanding 
communications. And these awards would have never been 
possible without you, our readers, members and supporters, and 
that makes you winners in our book. 
     For the third year in a row, the AAUW blog was recognized for 
its excellence by the Association Media and Publishing, receiving a 
silver Excel Award. But they didn’t stop there. We also won a 
bronze redesign Excel Award for the new and much-improved 
Mission and Action e-newsletter and two editorial awards for 
single-topic magazine issues. The Winter 2014 issue of Outlook, 
which focused on LGBT rights, and the Fall 2014 reproductive 
rights issue were awarded bronze and silver, respectively. 
     In addition to the publishing awards, the Direct Marketing 
Association of Washington gave AAUW a bronze and silver MAXI 
Award for our member note cards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For our 2015-16 class, AAUW awarded a total of 3.7 million in 
funding for individual women and community projects serving 
women and girls. Forty-three percent of AAUW fellowships and 
grants support women in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) fields, where women are significantly 
underrepresented. 
 
On August 6, our nation marked the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Voting Rights Act, which intended to protect millions of Americans 
from discriminatory voting restrictions. Fast forward 50 years later 
and we continue to see voting practices that directly affect 
women, minorities, young voters, and the elderly from accessing 
the ballot box. 

 

 

 

 

 
Flexing Our Political Muscle: 40 Years of Lobby Corps 
Victories—”With 185,000 constituents, we’re worth 
listening to. We have a credible organization and we must 
be credible witnesses.” 
     AAUW Legislative Program Director Ellen McCartney 
spoke these words in March 1975 to the newly formed 
AAUW Action Fund Capitol Hill Lobby Corps, encouraging 
them to prepare for the demanding job that lay ahead. 
     In 2015, Lobby corps celebrates 40 years of successes in 
advancing legislation to empower women and girls. Over 
the past 40 years, Lobby Corps members have continued 
to flex their political muscle as volunteer citizen activists, 
spurring action around issues like economic security, 
education, and civil rights. 
 
In late June we marked the 43rd anniversary of Title IX. 
AAUW celebrated in style with a well-attended bipartisan 
reception on Capitol Hill.  
 
She Wanted to Protect Students from Sexual Assault, and 
Now Title IX Can Protect Her—Many educators and 
campus professionals don’t know that Title IX protects 
them from retaliation. This lawsuit could change that. 
     When Susan Burhans accepted a position at Yale 
University in 1999, campus sexual assault wasn’t a big part 
of the national media conversation. Most administrators 
didn’t acknowledge or understand that Title IX covered 
sexual violence. Hired to work on communications and 
campus safety, Burhans had no idea that Title IX would 
play a significant role in her work. Once she settled in, 
however, students started bringing her complaints about 
the school’s handling of sexual assault. As she learned 
more about the experiences of student survivors, Burhans 
began to believe that the school’s methods for 
adjudicating complaints of sexual assault might violate 
Title IX.     Burhans started planning prevention 
programming and laid out her Title IX concerns. But, she 
says, her superiors didn’t listen. When she tried repeatedly 
to warn the administration that the school might be 
violating Title IX, she says, she faced escalating retaliation, 
and her programming efforts were stymied. Exhausted by 
the pushback and retaliation, she eventually filed a 
discrimination complaint. Today, her case is moving 
forward toward trial. 
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AAUW Washington Update, ¡adelante! 

¡Adelante! Books of the Month  

September: National Hispanic Heritage 
Month—How the Garcia Girls Lost Their 
Accents by Julia Alvarez 
     In Julie Alvarez’s debut novel, the Garcia 
sisters—Carla, Sandra, Yolanda, and Sofia—
and their family must flee their home in the 
Dominican Republic after their father’s role in 
an attempt to overthrow a tyrannical dictator 
is discovered. They arrive in New York City in 
1960 for a life far removed from their 
existence in the Caribbean. In the wild and 
wondrous and not always welcoming United 
States, their parents try to hold on to their old 
ways but the girls try to find new lives; by 
forgetting their Spanish, by straightening their 
hair, and by wearing fringed bell bottoms. For 
them, it is at once liberating and excruciating 
to be caught between the old world and the 
new. How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents 
sets the sisters free to tell their most intimate 
stories about how they came to be at home—
and not at home—in America. 
 
October: National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month—Brain on Fire: My Month 
of Madness by Susannah Cahalan 
     When 24-yearold Susannah Cahalan woke 
up alone in a hospital room, strapped to her 
bed and unable to move or speak, she had no 
memory of how she’d gotten there. Days 
earlier, she had been on the threshold of a 
new adult life. She was beginning her first 
serious relationship and a promising career at 
a major New York newspaper. Now she was 
labeled violent, psychotic, a flight risk. In a 
swift and breathtaking narrative, Cahalan tells 
the astonishing true store of her descent into 
madness, her family’s inspiring faith in her, 
and the lifesaving diagnosis that nearly didn’t 
happen. Brain on Fire is an unforgettable 
exploration of memory and identify, faith and 
love, and a profoundly compelling tale of 
survival and perseverance. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AAUW Member Saves Lives: Dr. Louise 
Pearce—It seems that there’s nothing 
AAUW members can’t do. Throughout our 
history, our members have borne witness 
to major world events, been elected or 
appointed to political office, fought for 
justice, and even developed new drugs 

that cured fatal diseases. Louise Pearce (1885-1959), who 
helped stop a deadly epidemic, is no exception to this 
rule. 
     At a time when women were widely restricted from 
pursuing higher education, Pearce earned not only a 
bachelor’s degree from Stanford University but also a 
medical degree from Johns Hopkins University’s School of 
Medicine, graduating third in her class. In 1913, Pearce 
broke barriers once again when she was hired as the first 
woman research pathologist at the renowned Rockefeller 
Institute for Medical Research. 
     Working with the institute’s director, Pearce helped 
pioneer research on a treatment for trypanosomiasis. 
Also known as African sleeping sickness. 
 
AAUW Acts for Women—You know what they say about 
well-behaved women. At AAUW we help make history by 
empowering women and girls.  

 We love reproductive rights 
 We are all over the gender pay gap 
 We train women to lead 

 We fight campus sexual assault 
 We are solving the equation 
 
The National Women’s History Project has announced its 
theme for 2016: Working to Form a More Perfect Union: 
Honoring Women in Public Service and Government. 
 
These 5 Women Scientists Were “Disruptive”—and We 
Should Thank Them— 
1. Ellen Swallow Richards, chemist (1842-1911) 
2. Ida Henrietta Hyde, physiologist (1856-1945) 
3. Florence Bascom, geologist (1862-1945) 
4. Dorothy Ferebee, physician (1890-1980) 
5. Marie Curie, physicist (1867-1934) 
     These courageous scientists widened the path for 
today’s women and girls. Yet even 100 later, gender 
discrimination in science remains a problem. Breaking 
down the barriers for women in science will take effort 
from all of us. 
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Map to Mayfield Library for September 16 dinner/meeting 

September “holidays” continued from page 1: 

 

September 13 

National Kids Take Over The Kitchen Day 

September 14 

National Cream Filled Donut Day 

September 15 

National Linguine Day 

September 16 

National Play-Doh Day 

September 17 

National Apple Dumpling Day 

September 18 

National Cheeseburger Day 

September 19 

National Butterscotch Pudding Day 

September 20 

Wife Appreciation Day  

September 21 

National Pecan Cookie Day 

September 22 

National White Chocolate Day 

 

 

 

September 23 

National Great American Pot Pie Day 

September 24 

National Cherries Jubilee Day 

September 25 

National One-Hit Wonder Day 

September 26 

National Pancake Day 

September 27 

National Crush a Can Day 

September 28 

National Good Neighbor Day  

September 29 

National Coffee Day 

September 30 

National Chewing Gum Day 

 

 

So how will you celebrate these fine days? Maybe by a 
trip to the gym? I haven’t checked October 1, but 
maybe that’s what is to be celebrated then. 

 

 

Directions: 
The new Mayfield Library is on the west side of SOM 
(Route 91) approximately one-half mile north of High-
land Road. The library sign is large but is low and par-
allel to the road. Drive north on SOM and prepare to 
turn left and cross the median. Move to the left lane 
at Highland and count 7 places where the road has a 
crossover for you to make the left turn. The library 
drive is at the 7th crossover. 
 
500 SOM Center 
Mayfield, Ohio 44143 
440-473-0350 

http://nationaldaycalendar.com/days-2/national-kids-take-over-the-kitchen-day-september-13/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-cream-filled-donut-day-september-14/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-linguine-day-september-15/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-play-doh-day-september-16th/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-apple-dumpling-day-september-17/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-cheeseburger-day-september-18/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-butterscotch-pudding-day-september-19/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/wife-appreciation-day-third-sunday-in-september/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-pecan-cookie-day-september-21/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-white-chocolate-day-september-22/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-great-american-pot-pie-day-september-23/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-cherries-jubilee-day-september-24/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-one-hit-wonder-day-september-25/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-pancake-day-september-26/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-crush-a-can-day-september-27/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-good-neighbor-day-september-28/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-coffee-day-september-29/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-chewing-gum-day-september-30/

